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Atomic Structure

COMPOSITION OF THE NUCLEUS

Made of protons and neutrons

# of protons determines the atom’s 

identity

Nuclear forces: short-range forces 

between p-n, p-p, and n-n hold the 

nucleus together

SUBATOMIC PARTICLES COUNTING ATOMS

Atomic number (Z) 

Number of Protons = atomic number

 In a neutral atom 

Number of electrons = number of protons

Mass number = number of protons + number of 

neutrons


